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Preface -

We are writing this information in May 2001, about forty-six (46) years after the robbery
of The First National Bank of Jacksonville, Alabama. This personal account will give
some information about things that took place which may or may not be in the newspaper

articles included in this scrapbook. We hope you find it helpful.

The robbery occurred on the morning of May 20, 1955. One of the articles written in The
Birmingham News, dated July 1, 1962, states that the armed theft of $86,476.00 made it
the largest bank robbery in Alabama’s history. FBI records show ten people were
convicted in the case. This remains the largest recorded crime of its kind by the FBI.

This was a frightening experience for many people. We are lucky no one was hurt or
killed.

Many of the newspaper articles in the scrapbook have errors.

Jesse and Mary Ellen Wood
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The Bank Robbery of
The First National Bank of Jacksonville

On the morning of May 20, 1955, four men came into our home and took me and my
wife. Mary Ellen. and our two children, Diane and Mickey, hostage. We lived then at
505 Second Street in Jacksonville, Alabama. The men had planned to rob The First
National Bank of Jacksonville that morning and had come to our home because I was an

officer of the bank. Diane was eight years old and Mickey was three.

It was about 7:15 a.m. when Mary Ellen answered a knock at the front door. When she
opened the door, two men were there dresscd in business suits. They asked to speak to
Mr. Wood. Mary Ellen came into the kitchen to tell me that I was wanted at the front
door. [ went into the living room, and the two men were standing inside the room. One
man introduced himself as “Mr. Jackson™. Hc said he was a reporter with The Anniston
Star, and he wanted to speak to me in private. [ was to present a rifle that day to a
member of the R.O.T.C. at Jacksonville State University during a ceremony. The bank
gave a rifle each year to a R.O.T.C. member who won the rifle shooting contest. |
thought “Mr. Jackson™ might want to talk to me about the event and the statements I

planned to make during the presentation of the award.

We went into the den and sat down on the couch. “Mr. Jackson” sat down next to me and
the other man sat in a chair in front of me. At this time, “Mr. Jackson” pulled out and
held a .38 caliber revolver on me while the other man took a sawed off 12 gauge shotgun
from under his coat. e held the shotgun on me while “Mr. Jackson” wiped his
fingerprints off the door that he touched. Then they both put on gloves. By then, two
more men had come into the den. They had stockings over their heads with openings cut
out for their eyes. At this time, “Mr. Jackson” told me they were robbing the bank and
for me to call my wife and children to come into the den. “Mr. Jackson” told me that if

there was any outcry, we would all be killed.
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Mary Ellen and our two daughters came into the den. I explained What was taking place.
The robbers brought rope already cut to length and tied Mary Ellen and Diane’s hands
and feet. They did not tie Mickey’s, as she was only three years old. They told us that
they were on a schedule and the robbery must be completed by 9AM or we would be
killed. As I was leaving for the bank with two of the robbers, the other two were left to
guard Mary Ellen and the children. “Mr. Jackson” told the two men that were staying in
our home if they heard a siren or alarm, for them to kill my wife and children and leave.
When I heard this, I refused to leave my family as I could only control so much of what
would be taking place during the robbery. I told “Mr. Jackson” there could be a fire in
some house and the fire department would turn on their sirens or the police could be
chasing a speeding car with their siren on. I told him I would refuse to go to the bank
with him. When “Mr. Jackson” realized that I did not intend to go and leave my family,
he assured me that no harm would come to my family if I did what he told me to do and if
my family were harmed, he would shoot the one that harmed them. I realized that the
bank robbery had already started and if I did not go with them, they would probably kill

all of us, as two of them appeared to be on drugs.

One month to the date of the bank robbery, on June 20, 1955, the Chief of Police of the

City of Jacksonville was shot and killed. When I heard all the sirens sounding off, I
remember thinking at the time, how glad I was that this did not take place one month

earlier.

I want to state at this time that Mary Ellen was under the most pressure. I remember
thinking of the fear she would have to endure being left in the house with two of the
robbers and our children. Mary Ellen was a brave and strong person under the
circumstances, even more so since she had just come home from the hospital after losing

a baby the week before.

Later, Mary Ellen proved very helpful when the FBI and the Alabama State Department



of Investigation st:elyed at our home, day and night, asking quéstions and gathering
evidence left behind by the robbers. She was Vefy observant during the two hours or
more she was held hostage. She told the FBI the brand of cigarettes the robbers smoked
and after they finished smoking, they would flush the cigarette butts down the toilet in the
bathroom to do away with the evidence. She remembered that one of the robbers had a
hole in the sole of his shoe. She gave the FBI the approximate heights and weights of the
robbers and the type of voice they had. She could not give the color of their hair, eyes, or

facial features only because of the stockings they were wearing.

I drove to the bank with a pistol pressed to my side while “Mr. Jackson” told me of their
preparation. He said, “I talked to you over the telephone yesterday.” I told him that I had
not talked with him. He said that he had called me from a pay phone in front of Crow
Drug Store and asked to speak to Dr. C. R. Wood, and that I had said that Dr. Wood lived
about two blocks away and that I was Jesse Wood. He said they had driven by our house
and made the call to be sure that was where I lived. On the way to and from the bank,
people I knew waved at me. “Mr. Jackson” pressed the pistol tighter to my side and made

me wave back and smile at them.

After we got to the bank, Tommy Miller, who worked maintenance, was outside by the
back door. I was told to get him inside the bank. I asked Tommy to come inside and then
explained to him that the bank was being robbed. He was tied up and put on the
bathroom floor. “Mr. Jackson” asked him if he were comfortable. Tommy told him that
the floor hurt his head. “Mr. Jackson” placed a roll of toilet paper under his head, and

Tommy stayed that way until I was able to return to the bank and untie the employees.

When the employees arrived for work, I met them at the side door where they usually
entered the bank. “Mr. Jackson” was with me each time I let one of them in. The
employees later told me that they thought the robbers were bank examiners because they

were dressed in business suits.




I told each employee as they came in that I wanted to speak with them in the back room,
which was used as the lunchroom. When we got to the doorway, I told them the bank
was being robbed and for them to do exactly as they were told. At this time, one of the
robbers tied the employee’s hands and feet with rope. At no time would I allow the
robbers to give the employees an order about what they were to do. They talked to me

and I talked to the employees. I felt this would make the employees feel safer.

I was very proud of the employees for the way they conducted themselves. Everyone was
in a dangerous situation if things went wrong. If all went well, they were reasonably safe
and their families were not in danger. The robbers ordered them to sit tied in chairs and
to be quiet. Their exceptional behavior kept someone from being hurt or killed during the

robbery. They were all brave young ladies.

T. Weller Smith, one of the bank officers, was late to work that morning. I knew he had a
heart condition so I called his home and suggested he stay there for the day. I knew the
robbers had a time schedule, and because of Mr. Smith, they were already running late.
The robbers were to be back at our home by 9:00AM. I knew that we would not be able
to finish by 9:00AM when the bank was scheduled to open, so I put the “Closed for
Holiday” sign in the glass front door. There were customers already waiting to come into
the bank, and someone called out, “Jesse, what holiday is today?” I just smiled and

waved to them.

While we were waiting for Mr. Smith, I looked for his car through the blinds on the
window. I told “Mr. Jackson”, “I believe I see his car coming.” “Mr. Jackson” looked
through the window and then quickly knocked me away. Later, I learned it was one of

their getaway cars I had seen.

Another reason they were running late is because I would not open the vault until the

employees arrived. I wanted a lot of witnesses to prove that I was being forced to open
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the vault and safe. I told the robbers that the vault was on a time Clock and would not

open until a certain time. The safe containing the money was also on a time clock.

While we waited for the time clocks and Mr. Smith, I answered the telephones. It was
customers calling in about their accounts or other business. I told the customers that the

employees were “tied up” at the moment and to call back later.

Earlier at my home I had answered a call from a preacher who had taken his wife to the
hospital during the night. He had given the hospital a check and did not have enough
money in his account to cover it. He asked me to hold the check until he could come by
the bank later to make a deposit. Itold him I would. I answered every call the same, with
a pistol to my head. (I would have liked to ask him to pray for my family and me, but I
knew I could not get away with that.)

During the robbery, the other robber (who I later learned was Thomas Pendley) walked
me to the vault every few minutes to check and see if the time clock had run down so I
could open it. I could tell he was on drugs. He was holding a shotgun. He cocked the
hammer and patted the trigger, then lowered the hammer and broke the shotgun and the
shell fell to the floor. Then he picked it up and put it back in. I watched him do this over
and over. I held the metal handle that turned the safe door. I could have easily knocked
him in the head with that handle, taken his shotgun, and killed “Mr. Jackson” when he

~came to find out why we had not returned. I could not do this knowing the other two

robbers were holding my wife and children hostage in our home.

When the safe opened, I was told to put the money in a suitcase they had brought for this
purpose. I just dumped the money into the suitcase. Thomas Pendley made me dump it

back out and stack it neatly.

While [ was arranging the money, he put his face about six inches from mine and asked,
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“Could you identify me if you saw me again?” “No sir,” I said. Then he told me they
were with a mob from Chicago and that if I did, they would kill my family and me. Even
though he was wearing sunglass, I noticed his strange eyes, which later helped me

identify him from the mug shots.

When Mr. Smith finally arrived, I met him at the back door. I let him in and told him the
bank was being robbed. I said, “There are two armed robbers behind the doors with guns
pointed at you.” His face was already trembling with fear when I said, “Do exactly as I
tell you.” I asked him if he needed a pill for his heart. A shake of his head was all he
could manage.‘ I was ordered to tie him up, but I tied the ropes loose so that he could get

away once we were gone. After this, we left the bank immediately.

After we left the bank and got to the car, “Mr. Jackson” signaled to the getaway cars and
they also left. One car was parked near Hollingsworth Gulf Service Station, and the other

car was parked on the west side of the public square.

During the time the two robbers were at our home, Evelyn, our sister-in-law, brought her
son, Jackie, over for Mary Ellen to take to school. When Evelyn knocked on the front
door, one of the robbers hid behind it. He told Mary Ellen no one could come into the
house. Mary Ellen opened the front door and explained to Evelyn that our children were
sick and she would not be able to take Jackie to school that day. Evelyn wanted to come

~ inside to see the children, but Mary Ellen said no because she was afraid that it may be

something she or Jackie could catch. Evelyn left, but her feelings were hurt.

When we returned to our home, I hoped I had ‘talked the robbers out of taking me with
them. I believed they would kill me and leave my body somewhere out of the way. I
knew they were the types of people who would commit murder without hesitation. I told
them I knew everyone in Jacksonville and most in the county. Someone would probably

see me and give the authorities information about them and the direction they had taken.
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[ was still not sure if ‘éhey would leave me with my family when they left our home. They
discussed this amongst themselves. Then they told me to turn around and put my hands
behind me. Idid as I was told. I expected to be shot in the back or hit over the head with
a pistol. They tied my hands behind my back, pushed me down on the couch, and then
tied my feet. | |

After they left the house and I heard the car doors close, I kicked my feet until the ropes
came loose. I ran to the kitchen and used a butcher knife to cut my hands free. I went
into the den and cut the ropes off Mary Ellen’s hands and gave her the butcher knife to

free her feet and Diane.

I locked the front door and then called the Jacksonville Police Department to tell them
what had happened. I told them the type and color of the car the robbers had left in, the
amount of gas in the tank, and the direction I thought they might have taken based on
questions they asked about the location of the Alabama Highway Patrol office. I told the
police the robbers had all left, and I left the back door to the bank unlocked. I also told
the police the employees were still tied up inside the bank.

After thaf, I tried to call the Alabama Highway Patrol office, which was located in
Oxford, Alabama. At that time, Oxford was a long distance call and the telephone

company employees were on strike. I was able to talk to a supervisor with the telephone

company. I gave my name and told the supervisor that it was an emergency and to please

connect me. The supervisor said “Jesse, this is Kelso, what is the emergency?” We knew
each other well, and I told him to connect me with the Highway Patrol office because the
bank had just been robbed. I told him that I would tell him about it later. Once connected

to the Highway Patrol office, I gave them information I thought they could use.

On the way back to the bank, I left my family at Evelyn’s home. When I got to the bank,

the police officers were in the public square behind bushes with their guns out. Not one
8




of them had gone into the bank. I went into the bank and untied Mr. Smith and the other
employees. Mr. Smith was so upset that he had his wife come to the bank and drive him

to his doctor. His doctor recommended he spend the next several days resting in bed.

I told the tellers to take out what cash they had left that was not taken by the robbérs. |
had them balance their teller sheets and compare them to the ones from the day before in
order to determine the loss. The total loss was $86,476.00. During this time, I notified
the FBI and the US F&G Bonding Company to report the loss and the robbery.

I sat at a desk with the FBI looking at stacks of mug shots. I noticed a picture on the
corner that I recognized. I told the FBI agent sitting across from me, “This is a picture of
“Mr. Jackson”.” The picture was of Joe Paul Andrews. It was hard for them to believe
because the picture had just been sent over by the Gadsden Police Department, and only
because an informant told the police that he suspected Andrews might have been

involved in the bank robbery.

The informant who told the Gadsden Police that Joe Paul Andrews might be involved in
the robbery said Andrews came by his place to buy some liquor. He told Andrews, “I
thought you had that behind you and you are now preaching.” Andrews told him the

preaching was just to get him away from Kilby Prison.

~ Our bank always held monthly meetings on what to do and how to act if we were ever

robbed, therefore, we were able to give the FBI a lot of information about the robbers.
We were able to describe their height, weight, hair color, how they walked and other
things. We told the FBI that “Mr. Jackson” héd been an athlete. We based that on the
way he moved and how he would spin as he turned when walking. We were later told
that he had played basketball, and he had dived off Noccolula Falls in Gadsden, Alabama.
(The Falls are 90 feet high.)



We also told the FBI that Thomas Pendley was a gambler. When he was taking money
from the safe in the vault, he said that he did not want any coins, only bills. He asked me
what was in a bag in the corner. When I told him silver dollars, he said, “Put them in, as
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that is my weakness.” The FBI missed catching him by just a few hours in Las Vegas,

Nevada.

I identified the mug shot of Thomas Pendley by his nose, eyes, and what hair I could see
from under his hat. I turned the picture over, and it showed Pendley had been arrested 58
times. The FBI caught Thomas Pendley in Bismarck, North Dakota. He was holding a
man, his wife, and his children hostage. Pendley forced the man to go buy drugs for him.
When the man left his house, the FBI and the local police were outside waiting. They

went inside and arrested Pendley.

Since Mr. Smith was home recovering, he had not looked at the mug shots. Most of the
employees were unable to positively identify Joe Paul Andrews as “Mr. Jackson”. An
agent of the FBI went to our home and brought Mary Ellen to the bank to see if she could
pick him out of the mug shots. When Mary Ellen saw Andrews’ picture, she started to
tremble and asked for a cigarette to calm her nerves. The agent said that after seeing the
reaction of Mrs. Wood, there was no doubt that this was the man involved in the bank

robbery. The agent said it was not necessary to show the picture to anyone else.

- During the investigation, the FBI told me they had approximately 40 agents assigned to

this investigation. The Alabama Department of Investigation also had several agents
assigned. The FBI had a helicopter fly in mug shots of criminals that might be involved
in the bank robbery. The helicopter landed in the public square.

The day after the bank robbery, a member of the Board of Directors of the bank came into
my office and asked me if I was involved in planning the bank robbery. I was shocked he

would even think I was. I explained to him that if I had been involved in planning the
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robbery, I would not have let the robbers come to my home and put my wife and children

through what they had endured.

I left my office and walked into the room the FBI agents were using during their
investigation. I explained to them what the board member had just accused me of. I
insisted they have me take a lie detector test so they would know I was not involved in the
robbery. The agent in charge told me that was not necessary. The first thing the FBI does
in a bank robbery investigation is to have each officer and employee of the bank placed
under suspicion as being involved. The agent told me I had already been cleared as well

as all the employees of the bank.

A few weeks after the bank robbery, Mr. Henderson, the father-in-law of Joe Paul
Andrews, came to my office and told me the authorities were taking his grandson from
his daughter and Andrews. He asked me to go to court and tell the judge that he was a
good and honorable person. He requested I ask the judge to allow him to have custody of
his grandchild. I explained to him I had not met him before today, so I could not do what
he was asking me to do. Itold him that a few weeks ago his son, Preston Henderson, and
Andrews had come into my home and held my wife and children hostage and threatened

to kill them.

Mr. Henderson told me the pastor of his church and the chief of police of his city would

. go to court with him to persuade the court to award him custody of his grandson. I told

him this would be good, and I hoped he would get his grandson, but under the
circumstances, I could not go to court and be a witness for him. Idid not know him, and I
would not go to court and say that I did. I wished him the very best, and I hoped he
would get custody of his grandson.

After the bank was robbed and I knew the leader was Joe Paul Andrews, I thought he

might have gotten the idea to rob the bank while he preached on the square. Sometime
11
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before the bank robbery, a convict preached in the public square acroSs the street from the
bank. He was wearing a striped prison uniform and had a ball and chain around his ankle.
I asked who was preaching. I was told that he was a preacher from Kilby Prison in

Montgomery and led “The Church Behind Prison Walls™.

An article in The Anniston Star newspaper, dated June 3, 1955, states in part that Joe Paul
Andrews turned to religion and conducted se;mons during his stay in Kilby Prison. His
Sunday services were so popular they were broadcast from the prison by radio stations in
Birmingham and Montgomery. The article also stated that he sinned a lot and was
involved in many crimes before he turned to religion. He said he wanted to see how
much he could steal and wanted to be another John Dillinger or Pretty Boy Floyd.
Andrews escaped from prison at least twice and was shot multiple times in gun battles

with the police during each escape.

The four robbers that came into our home were Joe Paul Andrews, Preston Henderson,
R. C. Martin, and Thomas Pendley. The driver of the getaway car was Allen D. Ellis.

1 do not know who drove the second car.

Before R. C. Martin was caught, the FBI said they had reason to believe he might still be
in the area. They did not tell me why they thought this. They said if we went out at night,
we needed to leave our outside lights on and not to pick up hitchhikers. They also told

" the school authorities that only Mary Ellen or myself should pick up Diane after school.

Before R. C. Martin was arrested, 1 was served with a summons to appear before the
grand jury in Birmingham, Alabama. I was on the witness stand most of the first day of
the hearing. [ went back the next day hoping to finish. I was near Pell City, Alabama
when I noticed an old car with an Ohio state tag that was broken down on the side of the

road. A man was standing by the car trying to flag someone down. I stopped to help him.
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The man asked if he could ride to Birmingham with me since his éa:r was broken down. I
hesitated, knowing that the FBI had told me not to pick up hitchhikers. The man said,
“Mr. Wood, I will appreciate it if you will let me ride with you.” I asked him how he
knew who I was. He said he saw me at the courthouse in Birmingham yesterday, and he
told me he was R. C. Martin’s uncle. I told him to get in the car, and I drove him to

Birmingham.

R. C. Martin’s uncle said that R. C. had gotten out of prison and had come to Ohio to
work and live with him. While he was in Ohio, Joe Paul Andrews telephoned him from
Texas and said they were ready to rob the bank in Jacksonville. Mr. Martin said that R.
C. Martin’s mother was broken hearted about her son planning to rob the bank and being

sent to prison again. He said she was so sick that she had to stay in bed most of the time.
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The Last Trial of the Bank Robbers

Months after the bank robbers were caught, there was a final trial for several of them at
the Federal Courthouse in Anniston, Alabama. Mary Ellen and I were summoned as
witnesses. There was a huge crowd of people who had gathered to hear the trial.A We
made our way into the busy hallway but were never able to get into the crowded

courtroom.

U. S. Marshals brought several of the bank robbers through to the holding room behind a
door at the end of the hall. Each were chained from their waist-belt to their handcuffs and
shackled with leg irons. There were two Marshals with each prisoner and one in every
corner of the hallway. The Marshals in the corners held Tommy guns. We were told later

that an anonymous group had threatened to rescue them at the trial.

As the prisoners walked past us to the holding cell, we tried to recognize their faces. A
few minutes later the door opened and we could see the iron bars of the cell and the
prisoners behind them. They must have recognized us as their hostages because two were

pointing at us.

Mary Ellen and I were the only people connected with the bank summoned to be
witnesses at the trials. The robbers all pled guilty and we did not testify at the trial that

~ day.

Prison sentences received:

1. Joe Paul Andrews 30‘years
2. R. C. Martin 30 years
3. Thomas Pendley 25 years
4. Preston Henderson . 20 years
5. Others 1 year and one day, up to 12 years
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These are four things that I think were funny or cute

(> that resulted from the bank robbery:

Diane: During the robbery, one of the robbers asked Diane if she was afraid. She told
him “I have seen this type of thing on TV, and have read about it in newspapers, but I

never thought it would happen to me.”

Mickey: After the robbery, our three-year-old daughter was afraid of the men who would
pick up the garbage. When she was bad and did not mind us, I would tell her that I was
going to let the garbage men get her. She would say, “And I will have the bank robbers

get you!”

Becky: She worked at the bank and was there the day of the robbery. She was the type
that dressed well and knew she was beautiful. Throughout the day, after the robbery,
every time I was near her she would say, “Mr. Wood, can I talk to you?” Itold her I was
very busy with the FBI agents and representatives of the bonding company. This went on
into the afternoon. Finally, [ said, “What do you want to talk to me about, Becky?” “Mr.
Wood,” she said, “When you tied my feet together this morning, could you tell if I needed
to shave my legs?” 1 was glad to know this was all that concerned her about the robbery.

ot Becky and Margaret: They were the last two employees to arrive at the bank the
morning of the robbery. When I heard a knock on the door, I told “Mr. J ackson” that

could be Becky and not to scare her because she was pregnant. When I opened the door, I

“’ saw Margaret. I told her to come into the back room because I needed to talk to her just
; ~ as ] had told the rest. When I started to tie her up, “Mr. Jackson” said, “I understand you
are pregnant. You sit in this chair by yourself so that you will be more comfortable.”

I said, “No, she’s not pregnant, it’s Becky.”
Margaret said, “I’m pregnant, too!”

“No, you’re not,” I rebutted.

“Yes, I am,” she insisted.

| They left her sitting in the chair.

s

Later in the day I saw her and said, “Margaret, you’re not pregnant. Why did you say you




o
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were?” She told me she was afraid and hoped they would be more compassionate if they
thought she was pregnant. One of the articles included in the scrapbook states two of the
employees were pregnant. Margaret was glad she was not pregnant and the article was in

€ITor.

Some of the things I have written about are in the newspaper articles and some are not. [
hope this helps you understand a few things that may or may not be in the articles. We
were very lucky that no one was hurt or killed during the robbery. The robbers were

dangerous and mean people.

Jesse N. Wood
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 covered, whichever is greater, total a

ROBBERS

$6,000.00 reward for information lea
the arrest and conviction of the 4 ban
who held up The First National Bank «
sonville, Alabama, Jacksonville, Alab:
May 20, 1955. ($1,500.00 is offered f
mation leading to the arrest and convi
any one of the robbers, or 10% of mo

20
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By SAM JONES it
~.reward of $6,000 has been: of~
“fered ~for -the -bandits :-who
robbed.. Jacksonville’s - First Na-
tional Bank.last Friday, while the
FBI and other agencies continue ai
quiet, methodlcalb investigation.

. Guaranty Co. of Birminghe B

«|firm - which insured the bank and|tic

has already restored:the loss, - ./120.”
Nearly $86,000 Was nabbed The

bank last Friday by at least: four mformation:.

;sum' of $1 500 is offered for
of ‘‘any one: of 1 h: e

il;g “ODNDELS,
hostage and subdued the »entlre

bank staff-at gunpoint. ;i S
Sheriff Roy. C. ‘Snead and An-{posted n the bulletm board out-!

| niston palice said today:they have|si sheriff’s office here.
+{no new “leads to the ‘identity orj*: &

Jesse N. Wood; held his tam

x-\|sionals, ‘whoplanned the robbery
s¢ il with-obvious: skill-and: considerable
{ knowledge- of - the -bank’s schedulg
{iand the communily.

Awith his' unharmed wife - and two

;| whereabouts of the. gunmen who:for the bandits, apparently
.'left few clues. . . : B See ‘Reward, Page 16-4,.Col. 5)

(Continued From Page One)

Wood ~ was forced to open tbe
bank to“the :robbers: after: they
had kidnapped him at his home;

While “waiting: “inside " for. - the
time:lock to-open: the:vault-at:8:30;
the :gunmen - admitted - the - bank’s
employes one: by ‘one, quietly led

;them to a back room and tied|

{|them: up.

They made thelr getaway from
the -bank::accompanied: by . ‘Wood;
but left him: tied up at his home

small daughters.

TrRcKSodS /e rteys

J‘Lwde.. /= SPS5 ..'a

B:IL-M..A)jAAIh Neaoy s

7"714'1 26-/955

-was immediately: replaced -by:the
Jinsurance - -company.- It wag: the

Joe Paul An&rews Seized
In: Clearwater, Fla.

James: A: Roaby, Spee1a1 Agent
in:‘Charge of Federal Bureau: of
Investigation, Bu'mmgham, an-
nounced ‘today that Joe Paul An-
drews was arrésted today. for par-
ticipating in the Jacksonville bank
robbery. -

The First Natmn:al Bank :'was
robbed on May 20 and clues were
quite -slim: as. tozidentity of the
bold: robbers: who held the Waod
family captives whlle comrmttmg
the robbery.

Joe Paul A,ndwws was identi-
fied: as- white; male, 34 years: old,
born in ‘Tennessge -and “now: re-
siding in"Gadsdern:He was-arrests
ed in:Clearwater, Fla.;,” Wednesday
June ‘1, ona “federal .warrent
which was:issued -on: May: 25-at’
Gadsden.. .The: . federal’ . warrant
charged that orn May 20, Joe: Paul
Andrews - bad-‘robbed  the  First
National Bank of Jacksonwville..
The money taken by the bandits

largest bank robbery -ever staged
in-Alabama“ with: $86,712.12-taken
from - the - bank -vaulis: within
thirty -minutes of the. .-opening
hour,

Maximum penalty accordmg to
the Alabama Code of 19407is" at
the..deseretion o;! the  jury: with
either -death .ornot. less than .10

years imprisonment,

21
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The: suspected leader of ‘Ala-
bama's.‘higgest bank robbery: is
expected -to-be returned- to Bir~

mingham " “in a few “days” ‘to:

awdit -trial: for his  part: in: the
slick- - Jacksonville; . -Ala,, - job;
May -20. o

He is - Joe: Paul Andfews

handsome, brown-haired,
year-old former  Kilby
gonviet ‘who
preacher; -

Andrews freely
guilt:yesterday: in
ment before U, S;

And:-anothe
hich  t

lacksonville -bank:was -ars
rested. yesterday in Las Vegas,
Nev. § e :
THE FBI said they picked up
Alton-D, -Fllis,” -a:-Clearwater,
nsurance - man.-yesterday

An“the ‘Fabled Western: gambi-
Cing ad $9645 on him. |

.Ellis ‘was remanded ‘to. the

cerned about bank-robbing
charges yesterday but it appar-
ently worried him that his: wife,
Burma Nell, mother.of 3 ‘6-year-
old daughter; was:charged with"

‘transporting - $25,000 - in -stolen

bank funds’ from Jacksonville
to Clearwater. : &
Andrews pleaded guilty to this
charge. ' His wife pleaded not
guilty, S

ALSO BROUGHT before

= Commxsh_oners’ Pinkérton “were’

guilty to charges of ¢ ‘
knowledge that Andrews and
other identified men had robbed
the -bank. S e

$85;000: . s i
None could make bond imme-

diately, . " o

= T'he commissioner:i !

officers’to allow‘Mrs. Andr

to. telephone rela

urned to preaching.
g a 12-year-sentence

“He' then conducted: what was
known as “The Church Behind
-Prison. Walls”:at Kill =

wanted 1o
D{ll,ixéger__ori »
Floyd.” ™ -

Dillinge: Floy Te N
torious g’iqr “hloody. ~bapk ¥ b-
berles -in-the early_193_()s.b

THE GADSDEN PAROLE of-
ficer released . Andrews from

supervision

on. - Henderson, :-0n::1
:tﬁrgm Walker: -Air Force Ba
Roswell, N. M., Andrews
“He was right there in the e
ice “when -all--{his. ‘was "coI
mitted.”

Etherton - only: arrive
Florida this-week;:Andrew:
He" added-that he: o d
until: he: got an: emergency 1
lough -to attend’ the funera;r
TFurn to° Page 2,:Column’l:
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FBl Records Show =
Sojle Alecys —
\m& o~ Uy/

;stquups, F (]
*James ‘A, Robey
:all:have been: cleared by the ar.
:rest -and_identification ef: th

. robbersexcept those partici

~ .patmg in the;. ’cksonvxlle

Tn dksoad, /e, Ao S
M K = /9SS

of ;fmgt;rprmts photo-
hs attd 1any. other proved methods, law  the FBI
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(Seéond of two articles on Ala-|{made one mlstahe, and™a veteran
Gadsden police "officer spotted it.

~ bama’s biggest hank robbery).
By JAMES W. SMITH, JR.
Times Staff Writer

The bandits who got $86,000 in|by the FBI.
a ‘holdup of the First National| Detective Chief J. H. Snyder,
_ Bank of Jacksonville last May 30|now in his 19th year with the

'CHIEF J. B.'SNYDER -

.+« « « he supplied the clue

{starting a chain of events *whien
led to the arrest of nine persons

police department, supplied the
FBI with the tip which hbroke

case. Oddly enough, the mistake
was made by the man the FBI
has identified as the “brains” of
the robbery.

‘When news of the holdup broke,
the story carried a description of
the two men who pulled the stick-]
up im the bank. Snyder got a
“grapevine” report that Joe Paul
Andrews had been in town , the
night before the robbery. The-de-
scription of one of the bandits
fit him. Andrews was a good sus-
pect because Snyder had helped

robbery charge.
Officers have sald the robber

‘1talla, where those charged with
the crime lodged in a hotel and
motels. Snyder said Andrews “was

be and I found out about it.” .
AS a resuit of this mistake, An-
drews, his wife, Burma Nell; A. D
| Ellis, "his wife, Katheryn; R. C

and Etheron Henderson and Tho-

awaiting tridl on charges‘of rob-
bing the bank, aiding -and abet-

case. .

.Two .days before the robbery
Andrews went into the bank to

quned* about bank officlals and
then,telephoned the Wood home
from. @ "drugstore <to. make sure

accompa.med ‘by Preston Hender-

escape™ route a -trip which Jfwas
s 1epeated the following day.::

the Afive men ate breakfast:. in"a

#told - off a waitress”. becaus
didn’t get an . extra . helpin

& Three-year-ol

Alabama’s biggest bank robbery

send him to prison once on a(

was planned in Gadsden and At-j

'where they were vmted by 'An—

somewhere he wasn’t supposed to "--drews

I Martin, his wife, Ellen; Preston|s

mas N. Pendley are now, in jail -‘i license plates. Everythmg'- Was 50
‘| welleplanned they made 1o af:

i ‘use (phony’ names,, n
ting the robbery and transportingf: tempt fo use b A K
stolen money. The U.S, will con-{
tend that the following events oc-~|,
curred in connection with thef:

¥ make any attempt_ to: hlde' theu:

obta{n money wrappers. He. ins ¥

he had-the right address. He was :

son and ‘Ellis. Before returning: ol
Attalla.fr the three went over, the}:

On the .morning of the robbely ;

'Gadsden ‘restapirant, " where Elliskst

t".he only. personwheé: saw;t‘ne faces
of Martin and.Henderson:' SOffi-
cers met a stone* wall in :looking

for clues to ‘the identity-.of the »4

‘bandits, who -.had ., forethought
enough to’ 'dodge the main high-
‘ways.. Using a country road;:; they

crossed the Coosa River; on* the 4]

‘Hokes Bluff Ferry and arrlved 1
Attalla in a jovial mood. -

“7'A . description of. the two ban—
dlt,s in the bank was carried in
The' “Times Friday - afternoon,
Snyder got a tip that Andrews
had. been in town and the, case
was in the first stages of solut.lon
‘Andrews* picture was- ‘taken. flom
‘police files,. turned over to  the
FBI and he was identified by bank
employes as the bandid “who ‘did
all the talking.”

While working as a cook- dlsh-
washer in a Clearwater restaurant,
Andrews visited Gadsden - and
il traded his old truck for a car. He

y{j returned here from Florida,-a few

days later. About the. samertime;
Pendley. and the-: - Ellis
1egxstered ‘in

Martln was sent a teleg‘ram ad-
vising+him that his" presence’ ‘here
was- desired and the eight’ regis=
tered at two Attalla motels, using
their r1ght names-and; giying. cor-
rect numbers from «automobxle

did the two- who..got .thek, ‘cash;

' Snyder has the answer:
drews wanted . from <ithe FBI:
“Where did I shp" Who;ssaw: me
that. wasn’t supposed -ta?¥ 7An-
dxews was quoted as a,ymg T

iony nd“ has,- on™ occa.sior;,

§ 11(:Q~Q°mm \*g Q!g“
hat?he ;s‘,paui ¥
£ “said  Ywher

Jelly for ‘his, toast

laid plans were bemg execute
’§everal persons saw Wood walk
ing down the styeet with Andrews
and Pendley,,?but* they said. th

35
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|DENTIF{CATION
ORDER NO. 2830
dJune |5, 1955

R. C. MARTIN,
with alias: RICHARD C. MARTIN

BY THE FBI

14 M 28 I
FP.C W Tou

w A N I E D N S 8 W oI

Ref: 25

8

FBI No. 4,281,056

BANK ROBBERY

DESCRIPTION

Age 33, born June 4, 1922, Munford, Alabama (not veri-,

fied); Height, 5'l13"; Weight, 165 pounds; Build,
medium; Hair, dark brown; Eyes, brown; Complexion,
medium; Race, white; Hationality, American; Occupa-
tions, auto mechanic, truck driver, farmer; Scars and
marks, tattoo of crossed guns and "U.S. Army Co. G 22nd
INF" on right forearm, small cut scar upper 1ip, sunken
scar above right eye.

CRIMINAL RECORD

Martin hasbeen convicted for receivingstolen property.

CAUTION

MARTIN MAY BE ARMED AND SHOULD BE CONSIDERED EXTREMELY
DANGERCUS.

Acomplaint was filed before a U. S. Commissioner at Birmingham,

U. S. Code, Section 2113, the Federal Bank Robbery Statute.

0
z PLEASE FURNISH ARY INFORMATION WHICH MAY ASSIST IN LOCAT
r FBI AS LISTED ON THE BACK OF THIS NOTICE. FOR READY REFERENCE,

BELOW:
IDERTIF [CATION

W

vt dits Y

ORDER NO. 2830 CALL 20onay 2-7711

36

Alabama, on June 2, 1955, charging Martin with violating Title i8,

ING THIS INDIVIDUAL TO THE DIRECTOR, FBI OR TO THE NEAREST DIYISI1ON OF THE
THE TELEPHORE NUMBER OF THE FBI OFFICE COVERING THIS TERRITORY IS LISTED

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Washington 25, D. C.



Jtiorial © $86,000 Jacksonvil

i &
Ibank robbery last May 20.’

ready in custody can be made
public at the time the indictments
are  returned. S .

U, S. Atty. Frank M. Johnson

persons being held in:xJefferson
County Jail on chargés. growing
out. of the robbery. Séven.were
indicted for bank robbery and
1two on charges resulting from thé

hold-up. »
INDICTED FOR bank robbery
N. Pendley, Preston Henderson,

Catherine ' Ellis, Ellen Heyrend.

Milford G. Henderson was -in-
dicted for being an, accessory
after the fact and an .indictment

{derson for transportation of the
securities and failure  to  notify
authorities. : ARSI

“The' Federal Grand-: Jury. T

ported to Federal:Judge Hobart
H. Grooms at 2 p.m.. Friday that:it
had - completed "investigation ‘of
109 --cases, The Grand Jury: re-
{]ulrned 99 . true bills -and 10ino
ills." - , AT

f B
$

. o R g
OTHER: CASES which had been
this . Grand *Jury were charges
against - former City Police, Of-~
ficers. ‘Paul Hubert Brandenburg
|and. Ralph S. Watson for’ alleged-
1y “furnishing " bootleggers - with
non-taxpaid ;, whisky, and federal
Jincome tax violation.charges
lagainst' Dr. Robert Clark Prather,
{Phenix City physician, and Flora
Mae: Tyson, Dothap Negro school-
Ateacher. . . . L
314 A- 10th person, R.»DM.: Martin,
‘is " still being.sought’ byL.‘ the FBI
Hin cqnnection" withthe! Jackson-~
y|ville 'robbery.:- o

by FBlin

30th and.last suspec ]
igie.FBI in the Hollywood-likej
6,000Jacksonville bank robbery]
hag, been arrested in Houston, Tex.|i«
James A. Robey, special agent
in-¢harge: of the FBIL o
sald Saturday that"R,<C

of ‘Anniston, though !
red : ‘quietly ‘Friday <night
FBI agents. tracked :him (0
dential section of Houston, ,
ief had only $21.0n his per«

san. when arrested. "¢ .} .

Al -“Ha was the last pers
in' the clockwork. holdup, 1
20, Agent Rpbe

| Marting

he First. National Bank of Jacksonyille Jast
‘. =Martin, a former resident of Anniston ;
of«a relative of a “female friend” according:to G
specialiiagent -in. charge of the
Houston FBI office. o

“armed;sur-

NI

S L i e S g

Only the names of persons al- I

though he had a .38 “calibre -Colt

Jr."said that true bills were re-| ﬁutoma'i!:ic“ with him.: TR
_“I’'ve been. expecting you fel-

turned against each of the ninel:

lows,” the agents -quoted Martin
as,jsaylng. By

to be one. of the .'actual’ holdup
men who held " Cashier . Jesse
Wood’s. family as ' hostages -and
Alsubdued the entire bank staff-in
tlexecuting the biggest bank’ rob-

bery:in Alabama history. il

Grand’/ Jury indictments
- Martin, between 35 an ;e .
o0ld, was specifically named in‘the}’
federal® indictments here.~ He. iis
expected . to be allowed to make
|hond ..taday. The recommended,
‘bond .is $75,000. - e
1. Shoyld he be unah
lbond, Martin, will be transferred
:ito Birmingham’s

were Joe Paul Andrews, Thomasy,

Alton Ellis, Burma Nell Andrews,|

tered_points over the country less|™.
|than 'a -month after .the ‘robbery|m
were indicted by a federal grand hi
jury in Birmingham. last-week:
federal bank' robbery
{sory “charges.”

County Jail. . %
ong. criminal’rec~
obey, and has ‘served
Iby Prison. It was at}.
Ibyithat he and’ Joe ‘Paul An-
derson—presume
“brains't; of the robbery: opera-|:
tion—vescaped together. Both An
£ Gadsden,-and

was returned against'Ethron-Hen-|:

d -to: be - the{:

ey

his ‘possession on -his’-arre

has -been“recovered

C -Martin, - according? to ;the
scheduled ' for - investigation byp

{|turned ; to " Houston :2 bout-

{agents 'in - Houston, ‘Tex., 'lastﬁnigp
34, the last of 10 persons. soughtiinif

He .offered "'no _resistance, al-

Believed Holdup Man & -
_Martin is believed by the ¥FBI

Nine persons ~ arrested . af scat-

(}n"1

;and:ae

‘Martin had - -only abpuf

.Of .the . approximately
taken, in, the holdup,

$40,000 ; remains; “to, besf

'had;':'trav,eled:gext,epsivel :
months: since the “robbery, ’He‘:geé

ago . from . Mexico

. $75,000" Bond--Urged
+U. 8! Attorney* Frank = M:

1

day “for arraignment o
* All; nine of;the persons indicted:
*the' ‘Tobbery ‘last . week’: lived
Clearwater, Fla/
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